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The BeginningThe Beginning

• 1997 – Executive Staff of Census 
Bureau decided that integrated data will 
be a priority for a 21st century statistical 
system

• 1998 – International conference on 
state of the art in the world

• 1999 – A National Science Foundation 
grant was awarded, and LEHD was 
launched.
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• Use existing data to 
link multiple sources
• Create new data and 
products
• Reduce cost and 
respondent burden
• Make data available 
while protecting 
confidentiality
• Enhance Census 
Bureau operations

New data and 
products

The LEHD Concept – Data IntegrationThe LEHD Concept The LEHD Concept –– Data IntegrationData Integration
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Merge multiple data 
snapshots into 

information movies 
about the U.S. 

society and economy
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Local Employment DynamicsLocal Employment DynamicsLocal Employment Dynamics

A voluntary partnership between the 
states and the Census Bureau

States supply quarterly worker and 
business wage records

Census Bureau merges the state 
records with other data to produce new 
data and products:

a longitudinal national frame of jobs
an associated data infrastructure 
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State of LED PartnershipState of LED Partnership

• Regular production 32
• Experimental production 5
• To supply historical files 4
• In clearance to join 2
-------------------------------------------------
• State partners 43
• 8 states yet to join

– AK, CT, MA, NE, NH, NY, OH, SD
– PR, VI
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LED in ActionLED in Action

Recent Employment and Training 
Reporter article on:

• Tornados
• Military base realignment
• Bridges
• Inter-state commuting
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F-Scale: F3 between Clever and Nixa Path Length: ~40 miles
Width: 1/4 to 1/2 mile Time: 10:08 – 11:00 P.M. 

*Source:  National Weather Service

Missouri Tornado Path
March 12, 2006

Missouri Tornado PathMissouri Tornado Path
March 12, 2006
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On the Map: Where People Go to WorkOn the Map: Where People Go to WorkOn the Map: Where People Go to Work

Where do people who live in the path of the tornado work?
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Where do workers employed at jobs located in the path of the 
tornado live?

On the Map: Where Workers LiveOn the Map: Where Workers Live
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On The Map: Downtown St. Louis
Proposed Mississippi River Bridge Project

On The Map: Downtown St. LouisOn The Map: Downtown St. Louis
Proposed Mississippi River Bridge ProjectProposed Mississippi River Bridge Project
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On The Map: Recruiting for Scott AFBOn The Map: Recruiting for Scott AFB
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On The Map
LEHD’s online dynamic 

mapping tool

On The Map
LEHD’s online dynamic 

mapping tool

15 states online
Iowa joining
ETA funding

Where do workers live?
Where do people work?
Companion reports on   
age, earnings, and    
industry
First synthetic data   
product

User select areas
Block is base unit for 
display; block group is 
base unit for report  
Modular geographic layers 
such as community 
colleges and zip codes
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QWI Online QWI Online –– Flagship ProductFlagship Product
2-, 3-, and 4-digit 
NAICS code

8 age 
categories

Entries updated  
instantaneously
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Key Features of Industry FocusKey Features of Industry Focus
Ranking and multiple 
indicator selection

State, county, 
Workforce Investment 
Areas (WIA), metro 
areas
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Industry Focus provides…Industry Focus provides…

…easy, intuitive 
selection criteria 
and economic 
indicators for your 
geography, work 
force, and industry.

Click on industry to see workforce characteristics
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ee--Learning Module:Learning Module:
Site Tour

http://lehd.dsd.census.gov/led/datatools/elearning/main/index.htm
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LEHD LibraryLEHD Library
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http://http://lehdlehd..dsddsd.census..census.govgov
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LEHD Data InfrastructureLEHD Data Infrastructure

• Workers
– Characteristics and history

• Employers
– Characteristics and history

• Jobs
– Relation between individual worker and employer

• Geographic
– Residence and workplace geo-codes

• Business Register Bridge
• Other tools and data sources

– Census 2000 link 
– Summary and Detailed Earnings Records
– SSA benefit data
– American Community Survey link
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Businesses

Economic development 
agencies

Chambers of commerce

Federal, state and local 
agencies

Workforce Investment 
Boards

Chambers of commerce

School career counselors

Job search professionals

Businesses

Federal, state, and local 
agencies

Businesses

Transportation planners

Federal, state and local 
agencies

Current New

Jobs
Total payroll

Jobs 
Total payroll

Gross job gain
Gross job loss

Net jobs
New hires

Recalls       
Layoffs/quits 

Individual earnings                                             

Current New

National

State

County

National

State

County

Sub-county

Workforce 
investment 

area

Current
New

Workplace
Workplace

Residence

Where are the workers?

How much are they paid?

Where are the workers?

How much are they paid?

Where are the jobs?

How much do they pay?

Who needs training?

Where are the jobs?

How much do they pay?

Who needs training?

How can workers
get to their jobs?

Where should a business 
locate?

How can workers
get to their jobs?

Where should a business 
locate?

Male                     
Female                     

Age categories                 
14-18                          
19-21                               
22-24                          
25-34                          
35-44                           
45-54                          
55-64                             
65+                   

Immigrant
Native born 

None

Current

New

Indicators

Demography Location

Geography

Clients

Questions
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What’s Next for LEHD?What’s Next for LEHD?

• Continuing growth/content
– Add states, feds, non-employers
– Link to occupations, WIRED regions

• Expansion of features
– On The Map – cross-state patterns
– DataFerrett HotReports – product 

integration
• Funding and program stability
• Improve access and use
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Contact UsContact Us

Program Manager
Jeremy.S.Wu@census.gov

General Comments/Suggestions
dsd.local.employment.dynamics@census.gov

Website
http://lehd.dsd.census.gov

mailto:Jeremy.S.Wu@census.gov
mailto:dsd.local.employment.dynamics@census.gov
http://lehd.dsd.census.gov/
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