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OnTheMap Sample Commute Shed Report  

 
Where do people* work who live in Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington?  
* Represented as primary jobs covered under the unemployment insurance system.  
 
Note: Because the LED dataset contains cross-state patterns for Labor Shed Analyses only, this 
example will illustrate how to interpret maps and reports generated during a Commute Shed 
Analysis for a selected area that crosses state boundaries.  To avoid confusion over cross-state 
patterns, new users are encouraged to select single states for Commute Sheds, or in cases like this 
one, create separate Commute Sheds for Portland and Vancouver. 
 
 

1. Go to Quick Links at http://lehd.did.census.gov and choose OnTheMap. 
 
2. Enter Portland.  
 
3. Select City of Portland, Oregon, and click the City Map button. 
 
4. After the map of Portland appears, select Create/Change Overlay.  
 
5. Select Create Travel Sheds. 
 
6. Select 2004, All Primary Jobs, Commute Shed, Shed Report, Layer Selection. 
 
7. Select Incorporated Cities.  
 
8. Hold the mouse button down and drag through both Portland and Vancouver, then 
release it to show the highlighted boundaries of the cities of Portland and Vancouver.  
 
9. Select Points after processing is complete.  
 
10. Click on Overlay Key in the bottom left corner. OnTheMap shows the following 
2004 Commute Shed Report for Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington:  

 

http://lehd.did.census.gov
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Note: Worker ranges in the Overlay Key may not exactly match the graphic above, as different screen sizes 
and resolutions will generate slightly different numbers. 
 
 
In the map above, each blue dot represents the number of workers employed in that 
particular Census block who live in the selected area.  Although this map overlay may 
appear to show cross-state patterns, it is in fact portraying two one-sided Commute 
Sheds.  On the Oregon side, only jobs held by workers living in Portland and working 
within Oregon are mapped.  On the Washington side, only those jobs held by workers 
living in Vancouver and working within Washington are mapped.  In order to analyze 
workers who commute across state lines, perform a Labor Shed Analysis on the target 
area. 
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11. Select Report and OnTheMap shows the 2004 Commute Shed Report for 
Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington as follows: 
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The report above provides statistics on the in-state work locations of all primary jobs 
residing in the selected area (Portland and Vancouver).  As with the map overlay, 
Commute Shed Analyses do not show cross state patterns.  The statistics shown here 
do not include workers who reside in Vancouver and work in Oregon (or any state other 
than Washington) and do not include workers who reside in Portland and work in 
Washington (or any state other than Oregon).  For job counts that disregard state lines 
(i.e., where Portland workers live, no matter the state), users are encouraged to perform a 
Labor Shed Analysis. 

 
 

12. Repeat steps 1-11, except this time select only the city of Portland.  OnTheMap 
version 2 shows the following 2004 Commute Shed Report for Portland, Oregon: 

 

 
 
The Commute Shed map above shows in-state employment areas for workers living in 
Portland, OR.  All points plotted on the map are in the state of Oregon.   




